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This map attempts to record all known individuals known from Italy from the Republican period. Its 

purpose is on the one hand to assist with prosopographic research regarding the Republic, making 

clear at a glance where certain names appeared. On the other it its intended to show migratory 

movements. This will help us to understand the magnitude of the phenomenon of overseas activity 

by Italians as described in Italy’s economic revolution, as well as indicate the wide variety of regions 

of Italy that were involved in this activity. An overview of migrations (temporary or permanent) 

indicated clearly how frequent movements occurred between different parts of Italy and the 

between Italy and the Mediterranean. Since most of these movements were motivated by economic 

considerations, this shows how important economic relations were for the integration of Italy. 

For the map, I gathered information about as many individual people from the Roman Republic as I 

could, and plotted them into an interactive distribution map. The information is organized by 

gentilicium of the individuals; of course, it must therefore be used with the caveats noted in 

chapters 1 and 2: we cannot conclude that people with the same gentilicium were related, we 

cannot always determine the geographical origin of an individual, and the dating of many sources in 

problematic. Furthermore, inscriptions in Etruscan and Messapian have not been entered on the 

map, since these are often attested only in Etruria and Messapia respectively and nowhere else; 

however, if such a name is securely attested outside its area of origin, it was entered on the map. 

Furthermore, it is usually difficult to relate and Etruscan or Messapian name to a Latin name, so that 

we cannot always see how Etruscans and Messapians Latinized their names, making it difficult to 

trace them through time. The map does, however, include all individuals recorded in Oscan, Faliscan, 

and the smaller Sabellian languages of Italy.  

The basis of the map is an Excel database with, currently, about 9,600 individuals known from Italy – 

including the city of Rome – from the Republican period, from the earliest known individuals in the 



sixth century BC to the Augustan era. The information was gathered from a wide variety of sources; 

these include literary sources dealing with the Republic, the most important of which for the 

purpose of gathering individual people’s names are Livy and Cicero. It also uses collections of 

inscriptions in various languages, most importantly from building dedications and gravestones, but 

also from materials such as amphora and tile stamps, lead ingots, coins, et cetera. The bibliography 

gives full details for each item mentioned in the column ‘sources’. 

The map is interactive, allowing the user to display the information in various ways. When clicking 

on a town in the map, a pop-up screen will appear with information about the people attested in 

this location. Separate columns show Nomen, Praenomen, Cognomen, Father’s or patron’s name, 

Date, Location, Origin, Information, and Sources.  

The columns indicating the names are straightforward: they are organized by nomen, and show 

further information (praenomen, cognomen if any, father’s/patron’s name if known) in the next 

columns. In some cases more than one person with the same nomen is recorded in the same source; 

in that case there may be more than one praenomen and/or cognomen in the respective columns. 

The Date column gives the date as accurately as possible, but of course in many cases dating is quite 

difficult.  

An important aim of the map is to show migratory movements. When clicking on a location, lines 

show up to indicate that the same individual is attested in more than one location. The evidence for 

this is varied: sometimes an inscription mentions a person and his origin in a different town, 

sometimes linguistic evidence indicates that a person came from a certain area; sometimes a literary 

source mentions the origin of a certain person. The map also indicates amphora stamps found in 

various locations – e.g. M. Tuccius Galeo, whose amphora stamps were found in many places. The 

production site of the amphora is mentioned in the Origin column. The colours of the lines are 

connected to the century in which the person is attested: green for the sixth to fourth century, red 

for the third century, blue for the second century, and yellow for the first century. A grey line 

indicates a date from the Republic, but without further specification for the date.  



The Location column mentions all locations where this individual is known, with the one currently 

activated given in italic type. Locations with which a direct connection exists are given in bold type. 

The Origin column mentions the original location of the individual, in case he moved from one 

location to the next – this is indicated by a line connecting the origin and current location.  

All locations have been tied to the relevant location IDs in Pleiades and Peripleo; through the 

buttons Show on Pleiades and Show on Peripleo, more information about the sites can be obtained.  

The Information column mentions some information about the individual and/or the source. This 

ranges from information about the type of source material (e.g. ‘tile stamp’) to information about 

the activities of a Roman consul. The information is focused on economic activities, since this is the 

focus of the book. The Source column gives the source for the information, either an ancient or 

modern work, a collection of inscriptions, et cetera. 

The map has a search function with different options. The information is organized by gentilicia, so it 

is only possible to look for these. It is possible to search for the exact match of a certain name – the 

search box will give suggestions about which names match what you type. It should be noted that 

different spellings have been combined into one group, so you can look for the same name even if it 

has been spelled differently. If you want to search for all variations of a gentilicium, first tick ‘nomen’ 

and then type the name. For example, if you click ‘nomen’ and then type ‘Staius’, you will get 

instances of Staius, but also of Staiis, Stahius, and other variants. Below the map, the locations in 

which the name has been found will appear; you can then click on a specific location in order to see 

the details. If you want to look for Stahius only, first tick the ‘exact nomen’ box before entering the 

name. Suggestions will show up while you’re typing. As this example shows, I have made some 

decisions about which names to group together – Staie shows up when you look for Staius, but it 

might be argued that these names are not in fact the same. This is also the case with, for example, 

Stlaccius, Slakia, and Stalceius – in some cases, it is not certain that these names were related. 

However, since it is possible to look for exact matches, users should be able to find the names they 

are looking for. 



When searching for a name, coloured circles will indicate where it has been found. These colours are 

connected to the century in which the name is attested, using the same colours as mentioned 

before. If a name is attested in more than one century, concentric rings will indicate this. Small and 

large circles are used: a small circle indicates one individual with that nomen in the location, while a 

large one indicates two or more individuals with the same nomen in the same location.   

 

  


